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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-31 is/are rejected. 
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Art Unit: 2655 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . The numbering of claims is not In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which requires 
consecutive numbering of the claims , ' • . ., - ■:•.;.•*. 

There is no claim 22. 

So, misnumbered claims 23-32 have been renumbered 22-31. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1-4, 5, 9-13, 18-21, 23, 25-27, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Daberko at al. (US Patent 5,842,170) in view of 
Matthews (US Patent 5,893,900), and further in view of Balasubramanian et al. (US 



Patent 5,655,058). 
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4. Regarding claims 1 , 4, 9-1 0, 1 5, 23 and 29. Daberl<o et al. disclose a method of 
and system for augmenting sound infonnation, comprising: 

providing a recorded stream of sound (previously recorded voice message, Col. 
2, Line 46); 

means for recording a stream of sound {recording device, Col. 4, Lines 40-41 ; 
Fig. 1) and 

providing a sound annotation {inserting a new message. Col. 2, Lines 44-49). 

However, Daberko et al. do not disclose but Matthews does disclose providing a 
marker of sound, comprising Inserting a predetermined sound into said recorded stream 
of sound (tone markers. Col. 2, Lines 21-24). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to supplement the teachings of Daberko et al. by providing a 
marker of sound, comprising inserting a predetermined sound into said recorded stream 
of sound, as taught by Matthews, in order to effectively signal the existence of a 
particular audio segment to a user listening to the playback of a recording. 

Furthermore, neither Daberko et al. nor Matthews explicitly disclose but 
Balasubramanian ef al. do disclose 

said marker of sound provides a connection or link to said annotation, whereby 
said marker of sound and sound annotation provide enhanced communication 
collaboration among a plurality of users and selectively playing back said sound 
annotation when said marker of sound is reached {indexing the audio stream to identify 
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and locate particular audio segments, Col. 2, Lines 13-24; selecting audio segments, 
Col 2, Lines 24-28); 

means for creating and playing back said sound information (Fig. 11, element 
143; indexing the audio stream to identify and locate particular audio segments, Col. 2, 
Lines 13-24; selecting audio segments. Col. 2, Lines 24-28) and 

means for distributing and providing access to said sound information (Fig. 1 1 , 
element 143; indexing the audio stream to identify and locate particular audio segments. 
Col. 2, Lines 13-24; selecting audio segments. Col. 2, Lines 24-28). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to supplement the combined teachings of Daberko et ai and 
Matthews with providing a connection or link to said annotation, whereby said marker of 
sound and sound annotation provide enhanced communication collaboration among a 
plurality of users, and selectively playing back said sound annotation when said marker 
of sound is reached, providing means for creating and playing back said sound 
information, and having means for distributing and providing access to said sound 
information, as taught by Balasubramanian et ai, in order to provide practical navigation 
and retrieval of the audio recording and wherein the user has the option to play or skip 
an audio segment as needed, as further taught by Balasubramanian et al. (Col. 2, Lines 
24-28). 

5. Regarding claims 2, 12, 20 and 26, Daberko et al. do not explicitly disclose but 
Matthews does disclose said predetemnined sound into said stream of sound is done so 
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that said predetermined sound is in a position that corresponds to the content of sound 
in said stream of sound (markers, Fig. 4; inserting marker at appropriate location, Col. 4, 
Lines 36-40). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to supplement the teachings of Daberko et al. by having said 
predetermined sound into said stream of sound is done so that said predetermined 
sound is in a position that corresponds to the content of sound in said stream of sound, 
as taught by Matthews, in order to produce a logically organized audio recording. 

6. Regarding claims 3, 13, 21 and 27, Daberko et al. further disclose said sound 
annotation adds information or content that is relevant to said stream of sound {adding a 
more complete thought, Col. 1 , Lines 37-43). 

7. Regarding claim 4, Daberko et al. further disclose including creating and playing 
back said sound information (recording and playing back a message, Col. 5, Lines 39- 
49). 

8. Regarding claims 7 and 24, Daberko et al. suggest creating or playing back a 
second annotation of sound, linking said annotation of sound with said sound 
annotation, which is also said stream of sound, thus nesting said sound annotations 

{inserting a message within an existing message. Col. 3, Lines 22-30). 
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9. Regarding claim 8. Daberko et al. disclose said sound information consists of 
sound selected from the group of sounds that are within the range of sound frequencies 
that can be heard by the human ear {voice messages. Col. 3, Line 26). 

However, the combined teachings of Daberko et al., Matthews and 
Balasubramanian etal. do not explicitly disclose said sound information consists of 
sound selected from the group of sounds that are below and above the range of sound 
frequencies that can be heard by the human ear. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known in the art that frequencies 
of sound can be recorded that are not within the frequency range audible by the human 
ear. Recording of infrasound and ultrasound is employed in the scientific research and 
monitoring of various animal species. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to supplement the combined teachings of Daberko et al., Matthews 
and Balasubramanian et al. by having said sound information consist of sound selected 
from the group of sounds which are below and above the range of sound frequencies 
which can be heard by the human ear, in order to enable the sound annotating system 
to be employed in cases where infrasound and ultrasound recording is required, such 
as zoological research. 



10. Claims 6, 14, 22 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Daberko et al. (US Patent 5,842,170) in view of Matthews (US Patent 
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5,893,900), further in view of Balasubramanian et al. (US Patent 5,655,058) and furtlier 
in view of Nakamura et al. (US Patent 5,220,61 1 ). 

Regarding claims 6, 14, 22 and 28, tlie combined teacliings of Daberl<o et al. 
IVIattliews and Balasubramanian et al. do not disclose but Nakamura et al. do disclose 
providing security access control for creating, selecting, and playing said sound 
information {edition and regeneration of audio following input of a password, Fig. 8, 
steps 8a, 8c and 8i). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to supplement the combined teachings of Daberko et al. 
Matthews and Balasubramanian et al. with providing security access control for 
creating, selecting, and playing said sound information, as taught by Nakamura et al., in 
order to prevent unauthorized tampering with the sound annotations and protect the 
privacy of the users. 

11. Claims 16-17 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Daberko et al. (US Patent 5,842,170) in view of Matthews (US 
Patent), further in view of Balasubramanian et al. (US Patent 5,655,058), and further in 
view of Logan et al. (US Patent 5,732,216). 

12. Regarding claims 16 and 30, the combined teachings of Daberko et al.. 
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Matthews and Balasubramanian et al. do not explicitly disclose, but Logan et al. do 
disclose means for generating said sound information by said computer system 
according to predefined logic or conditions which are stored in said computer system, or 
generating signals for action or attention based on content of said sound information 
according to predefined logic or conditions which are stored in said computer system 
(see Abstract; programming is in accordance witin subscriber's preferences, Col. 7, 
Lines 8-21; cue signals, Col. 13, Lines 45-55 and Col. 32, Lines 29-45). 

Therefore it would have been to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to supplement the combined teachings of Daberko et al., Matthews and 
Balasubramanian et al. with means for generating said sound information by said 
computer system according to predefined logic or conditions which are stored in said 
computer system, or generating signals for action or attention based on content of said 
sound infonnatlon according to predefined logic or conditions which are stored In said 
computer system, as taught by Logan et al., in order to save the user time by avoiding 
the playback of infonnation of no interest to the user and eliminating the need to browse 
large quantities of information. 

13. Regarding claims 17 and 31 the combined teachings of Daberko et al., 
Matthews and Balasubramanian et al. do not explicitly disclose, but Logan et al. do 
disclose means for tailoring said computer system execution through user-defined 
operational parameters which are stored in said computer system {player settings. Col. 
11, Lines 58-67). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the 
time of the invention to supplement the combined teachings of Daberko et al., 
Matthews and Balasubramanian et al., with means for tailoring said computer system 
execution through user-defined operational parameters which are stored in said 
computer system, as taught by Logan et al., since it is very probable that the user will 
repeat the previous operational parameters. 



Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Rokoff et al. (US Patent 6,606,374) disclose a system and method for inserting 
audio descriptions using an IVR system. 

L| et al. (US Patent 6,397,181 ) disclose a method and apparatus for voice 
annotating digital media. 

Rubin et al. (US 2002/0099552 Al ) disclose an apparatus for the retrieving, 
categorizing and sorting audio annotations. 

Haddock (US Patent 5,742,736) discloses a device for associating markers with 
segments of a voice message. 
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Wilcox et al. (US Patent 5,659,662) disclose a system and method for identifying 
and indexing the various speakers in an audio recording. 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minerva RIvero whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7626. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Talivaldls Ivars Smits can be reached on (571) 272-7628. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



MR 5/25/2005 




